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5th International Schools Arabic Debating Championship 2021 

3 - 7 April 2021 

 

Championship Registration Guide 

 

QatarDebate Center is launching the 5th International Schools Arabic Debating 

Championship as a blended event (in-person and virtual). The Schools Debating 

Championship is a global event that brings together the most talented minds from different 

countries around the world in a digital space that allows them to debate in Arabic about the 

most pertinent and relevant contemporary social and global issues.  

 

The Championship also provides an opportunity for debaters around the world to get to 

know each other, exchange experiences and create bridges of communication through 

dialogue, as well as raising the status of the Arabic language as an enriching and 

international medium . 

 

The Championship is the premier Arabic Debating Championship for schools around the 

world, with over 50 countries participating at our last edition. Given the current 

circumstances and challenging conditions imposed by the Covid pandemic, we have sought 

new ways to overcome the restrictions, and maintain access and opportunity for students to 

debate, via a blended tournament.   

 

We are pleased to invite you to join us, and have attached the championship registration 

guide, which includes all the relevant information needed for your participation. We 

welcome any subsequent inquiries after you have a look at the guide and registration link. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Registration   

First Phase of Registration 

14-25 February 2021 

 

1. Registering a school or an educational institution 

 

a. Provide an official letter addressed to the QatarDebate Center expressing the school’s 

desire to register for the championship. 

b. The letter includes the name of the trainer in charge of the team and authorization to 

represent the school officially in the championship. 

 

2. Registering the trainer in charge of the team 

 

a. One trainer is registered, provided that they are from the teaching or administrative 

staff in the school or educational institution or whoever it authorizes, and provided 

that they are above 18 years of age. 

b. They should be prepared to carry out the tasks and responsibilities entrusted to him, 

fill out the online registration forms and follow up the registration procedures. 

 

The documents required when registering the trainer through the website: 

− A recent personal photo. 

− A registration and nomination letter from the school/educational institution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Second Phase of Registration 

28 February – 04 March 2021 

 

1.  Registering the participating team 

 
a. Each participating country is allowed to register one team. 

b. The team consists of 4 to 5 debaters, accompanied by one trainer. 

c. Debaters must be between 14 to 18 years.  

 

2. Registration fees 

 

a. $20 for each student on the team. 

b. An exemption from participation fees can be requested in the event that the 

school or the team is unable to pay them, provided that a letter is addressed to 

the center requesting exemption from fees with the reasons (Note that the 

priority of registration will be for those paying the fees). 

 

The documents required when registering the student through the website: 

− A recent personal photo. 

− A valid ID. 

 

3. Payment mechanism 

 
1. Upon the completion of the second phase of registration, fees should be paid 

online through the championship registration website. 

2. If online payment is not possible, you can contact the QatarDebate Center via the 

attached e-mail. 

* Important note: 

Fees are not refundable except in the event of canceling the championship, and 

the center reserves the right to cancel the championship at any time. 

 



 

Responsibilities 

 

Trainer's responsibilities 

3. Registering on the website and following up the registration procedures and phases. 

4. Attending the Training of Trainers (TOT) course and any courses, workshops or meetings 

held by the center in preparation for the championship. 

5. Selecting students, training them in debate skills and providing them with references 

and educational materials related to debates approved by the QatarDebate Center. 

6. Judging at the championship if requested by the organizing committee. 

7. Ensuring the efficiency of the internet connection for all the debaters and the availability 

of appropriate technology for this during the debate rounds. 

8. Ensuring that students attend all of the debate rounds throughout the championship at 

the specified times without delay or absence, so that the number of team members in 

any round is not less than the minimum permissible for debate, which is three debaters. 

9. Ensuring and testing the appropriate technology for students during the championship 

for the safety and quality of communication. 

10. Ensuring that students' registration process is completed on the championship website 

and that they have access to their own accounts. 

11. Acting as a link between the school or educational institution they represent and the 

QatarDebate Center in all official, administrative, financial and technical procedures. 

12. Adhering to the championship laws and regulations listed in this guide or through the 

Center's circulars and getting all team members to abide by them. 

 

Team's responsibilities 

a. Adhering to the championship times and the debate rounds. 

b. Ensuring the efficiency of the technical equipment (internet, camera, microphone, etc.) 

while checking that the camera is available and activated throughout the debate. 

c. Being in a place free from noise during the debate rounds and ensuring that there is no 

disturbance/interruption throughout the debate. 

d. Abiding by the championship rules and regulations. 

 



 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 

1. What is debate? 

Debate is a form of public discourse, a formal discussion that revolves around a specific issue 

and takes place in a plenary session in which teams present opposing or clashing arguments. 

It often ends with a vote from the audience or adjudicators, and this vote leads to the winning 

of one of the parties.  

 

2. What is a debate championship? 

Competitive debate is an official competition governed by certain criteria that are held in a 

specific framework.   It is a high-level intellectual, and scientific competition that challenges 

the human skills in thinking, analysis and criticism. Each team tries to prove their point of view 

or position on the topic of the debate and use rational and logical evidence, which enables 

the debater to see the various types of sciences because they deal with human and modern 

topics. 

 

3. Who is the organizer of the championship? 

The International Schools Arabic Debating Championships are organized by the QatarDebate 

Center – a member of the Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community 

Development, a non-profit organization located in Education City in Qatar.  

 

4. How will the blended championship take place? 

In light of the current conditions during the Covid pandemic, the championship will combine 

the actual in-person activity for local teams and adjudicators, at the Qatar National 

Conference Center (QNCC), with a digital space through the championship website for 

international teams.  

 

5. What application is used in the championship by the adjudicators and the debate 

teams? 



 

The Championship will be held online via our championship website. The link to the website 

will be sent to you once you have successfully registered.  You can also download the app on 

your phone.  

 

6. Does participation in the championship require previous experience in the art of 

debate? 

It is not necessary for the participants to have experience in the art of debate, but it is 

necessary that they receive some training from their trainers to become familiar with the 

debate rules and format and to be able to participate in the championship effectively and 

successfully. 

 

7. What format will be used for the debate championship? 

QatarDebate schools format will be used. Each debate consists of 2 teams debating against 

one another- the Proposition team and Opposition team. Each team consists of up to 5 

debaters, although only 3 debaters will debate at any given time. Speeches are timed - 6 

minutes for main speeches, and 4 minutes for reply speeches.  

 

8. Will the debating championship be in Fusha (Modern Standard Arabic)? 

Yes, the debate will be in Modern Standard Arabic. It is an important opportunity provided by 

the center to improve the linguistic performance of Arabic-speaking and non-Arabic speaking 

students alike. 

 

9. Are the evaluation criteria the same for non-Arabic speakers?  

In this case, linguistic errors are overlooked, but students must speak in understandable 

Arabic. While evaluations are the same, awards will be given to those from differing language 

categories, for example, Top performing Arabic as Foreign Language team.  

 

10. What issues does the debating championship address? 

The debate topics will be related to current social, health, educational, economic and political 

issues. 



 

 

11. When will the debate topics be announced? 

Prepared topics will be announced to the participating teams before the start of the 

championship by March 7th 2021. There are also other impromptu topics that will be 

announced during the championship, 20 minutes before the start of the debate. 

 

12. How can students access debate training? 

There are several ways: 

• QatarDebate Center will invite trainers at schools that will participate for the first 

time to attend online workshops before the championship.  

• Reading the educational materials will be provided by the center. 

• Free Art of Debating courses can be accessed at the following link:  

https://www.dawrat.com/course/basics-of-debates/ 

 

13. Are there books that I can use to develop my skills or the skills of my students in the 

debate field in Arabic? 

Yes, there are specialized books published by the QatarDebate Center, which are available to 

all. You can download them in an e-format from the QatarDebate website. 

 

14. Are there recorded debates that I can view to improve my debating skills? 

Yes, there are many debates and other events and documentaries about debates in Arabic, 

which you can find on the QatarDebate Center YouTube channel at the link below: 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTXMwdXqpPNfL7WZz64ZE4w 

 

15. When can back-up debaters participate in the debates?  

Back-up debaters can participate in any round of the championship, and they can switch 

with the main players before the debate begins. 

 

We are also happy to answer your inquiries through the center's e-mail: 

qatardebate@qf.org.qa  
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